Welcome to the March addition of “A Word from the President”.  Doesn’t that just sound so impressive and important!  Well what I find more impressive and important is the word for this month which is activist.  Surprisingly you won’t find it as a word by itself in the dictionary.  It is under activism which goes to the extreme of what I want to say.  Actually it is accurate, in that when you think of an activist you think usually of an extremist or some crazy person with a cause who is causing all kinds of havoc.  An example would be a tree hugger or an extreme environmentalist, or maybe an anti abortion demonstrator.  
The kind of activist that I want to talk about isn’t that extreme.  It is the Union member who actually cares enough to come to the meetings on a regular basis; the one that will actually ask to speak to a steward or will challenge a manager when they see them violating the contract.  Many do this on a regular and routine basis.  These people are the ones that will step up and help the Union by sending letters to their congressman.  These people try to stay informed about what is going on and actually are not afraid to ask questions. They engage in polite and more importantly, educational conversation with family and friends (maybe even strangers) concerning what is happening with the Postal Service.  These activists not only care about their job at the Postal Service, but want to see it extend into the future.  They value the pay, the benefits, and everything else that is positive about working for the Postal Service.  Just as importantly they value the role and benefits that the American Postal Workers Union provides.  
That is why they are dues paying members and go about quietly supporting their Union.

These activists are not necessarily Stewards, nor are they Officers.  They are just members who realize the value of not only working for the Postal Service but also being as part of one of the very best Unions in the United States.  To these activists I want to say a very large THANK YOU. 

But here is the real question – Are you an activist?
Janeil Payne/President
