“CURRENT ECONOMIC REALITIES”

Most of us are far too young to recall the “Great Depression,” except for that which we have learned from history books, having seen in the movies, perhaps having read Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, or listened to the incessant recollections of our aging parents and grandparents who survived those trying times. You mention the “Great Depression” to anyone under 30-years old today and the vast majority has absolutely no idea of what you speak, anymore than they do of the Civil War, segregation, the World Wars or a time before indoor plumbing and toilet paper. 

Perhaps that is why there is so many not yet directly affected by what is now and has been occurring in our country and elsewhere around the world who have not quite gone into panic mode. It is good that so many are yet buoyed by hope and optimism – as long as that is what it is. But much of the time I wonder if a good deal of people simply do not bury their collective heads in the sand waiting for some miracle to suddenly happen to reverse the events of the past several years. Change will come – for good or bad. But do we wait for that positive change to occur or do we attempt to hasten it by some positive collective effort? 

Hopefully the election of Barack Obama is a first step in the right direction, but a single man and elected government officials alone will not reverse the tide of a decaying American economy, a disappearing American way of life, or the American Dream for working men and women.

At present we do have to be acutely aware of current economic realities that confront our nation and the remainder of the planet. Every morning you read the paper, watch the news, peruse the internet, it becomes painfully obvious that more and more jobs are lost to the economy. Such news is in and of itself depressing, but more importantly the loss of those jobs and the corresponding loss of the wages and benefits directly lead to loss of confidence in the market-place, which in turn leads to the very crises that fosters economic recessions and potentially a depression. For the first time in 80-years we could very well experience such a depression.

With that said, just because the ship is taking on water doesn’t give cause to stop bailing, or for that matter to keep moving forward. The current situation – current economic realities – are not of Titanic proportions either for the country, the Postal Service, our citizens or postal employees, certainly not the latter. We are not dead in the water; we are not fatally wounded; and we are not sunk! The boilers are still lit; we still have steam; and the bilge pumps are keeping us afloat for the moment!

With a new federal administration it is hoped that America’s purpose, economy, and legacy will be vectored to renewed vigor, reestablishment of international esteem and respect, improved domestic programs and civil liberties, and a higher value placed upon human dignity and the working men and women of this country. 

In that same vein, it is further hoped that a newer, enlightened Postal Service management elite will come to understand that the US Postal Service is not a “Company” or a “Corporation” but an institution that belongs to the American people. That the ultimate mission of the US Postal Service is to bind the people of this nation through affordable, efficient uniform mail delivery services to every address in every hamlet, village, town, inter-city urban area and major city in the United States and its collective territories and protectorates. In one form or fashion the USPS and its predecessor the US Post Office accomplished this task very well for over 200-years, even during and through the Great Depression, all the while coping with current economic realities.
Times are tough. Times have been tough before. Things will get better, including for the Postal Service. So, instead of crying wolf, while at the same time committing institutional suicide, perhaps the Postal Service would be better suited to serving this country, their customers and these trying times by employing a more rational analytical approach to their operational needs than the knee-jerk reactionary process currently in vogue, which quite obviously isn’t working. 

Then perhaps the Postal Service will successfully deal with the Current Economic Realities.            

