“DAVID ROBERT DOUGHTY”

Rest in Peace, Dear Brother

Few if any who read this have ever heard of Terry Laverne Gates, 34, of Springfield, Oregon. But on April 24, 2009, at approximately 4:19 PM, Mr. Gates’ apparent need for speed, coupled with other influences since alleged by local police, took from our union and us Brother Dave Doughty – and good friend – that which a lifetime of struggle, physical infirmity, and personal loss of his beloved wife Sue could not. 
Dave Doughty is gone! Just like that. In one senseless tragic moment, a man so many loved and respected, who so many had come to know as a union icon from our region was taken from us due to yet another act of moronic driving stupidity. Something that can never happen to us – a tragedy that can never happen to anyone we know or love. But it did. And it does. 

Many of you who read this will recall Dave with great fondness and good memories. Many more of you know little or nothing of Brother Doughty, so you’re simply going to have to accept my word that this gentleman, and I do mean g-e-n-t-l-e-m-a-n, was indeed a character extraordinaire. In Dave’s latter years it would be easy to dismiss him as frail and infirm due to his obvious health issues, but make no mistake about it, Dave Doughty was indeed an APWU icon in Oregon and a longtime proactive union activist, who more than served as a bedrock and founding father for the many of us that followed in his footsteps. There are more than a few of us that look to the likes of Dave Doughty as having been their mentor in one form or another.

In respect to the Oregon Postal Workers Union and the Eugene Area Local over the years, there weren’t too many positions that Dave didn’t hold or wasn’t involved in one way or the other. Dave was the epitome of the true labor activist, especially back during the times when being a unionist really had meaning. To be sure, I was denied the good fortune of knowing Dave during both his and my early years of our respective postal and union careers. But I have known Dave for more than 20 years and it never ceased to amaze me how Dave persevered through his infirmities to serve this Union and the labor movement. Such dedication was then and remains now inspiring. I pity those of you who will never have the opportunity to know such a gentleman – such a dedicated union brother.

David Robert Doughty will be missed. As for Terry Gates, I pity him, too. Two lives terribly wasted and for what? A daughter having lost her mother and now her father. And Mr. Gates, how will this impact the rest of his life, not to mention his family? How can any of this be good?

We have all lost loved ones. Most likely we have all lost or known a union Brother or Sister near and dear to us. This time, albeit tragically, it was Brother Dave. There is an emptiness there to be sure. I feel a personal pain. But as I have written this I have also rediscovered a few poignant memories of time spent with Dave, which prompt a smile.  I’m just thankful for the privilege of having known the man. I wish you could have, too. Onward and Upward, Dave!

Lacrimas, no mas! 
